Meeting Minutes
Universal Newborn Hearing Screening, Tracking, and Intervention Advisory Board Meeting
October 28, 2025, 3:00pm, via Zoom

Members Present via Zoom: Dr. Charles Bower, Dr. Tammy Vanover, Danna Crook and Una Carroll

Guests Present: Dr. Sarah Labuda, Brian Nichols, Mandy Jay, Reginald Rogers, Dr. Gretchen Cobb, Susan Emmett,
Samantha Robler, Stacey Schratz, Madison Howe, Holly Pruss, Melisa Molkentine, Angeline Myers, Christina Reaves,
Miriam Stafford, Sebrena Westcott (Interpreter), Armondo Bilancione (Interpreter), Kim Scott, Nidhi Patel, Cydney
Crawford, Traci Massery and Tyria White.

Call to Order: Meeting called to order by Dr. Charles Bower at 3:01 pm.

Roll Call, Determination of Quorum: Dr. Charles Bower opened the meeting and initiated introductions by Universal
Newborn Hearing Screening, Tracking and Intervention (UNHS) Advisory Board members and guests.

Approval of October 2024 Minutes: The minutes from the October 2024 meeting were emailed and approved without
any objections.

Infant Hearing Program Updates:

e Member appointment updates:

o Per the Governor’s office liaison, the Governor’s office confirmed they received applications for the Speech
Language Pathologist, Audiologist, Audiologists for Arkansas Children’s and the Audiologist for Arkansas
Department of Health positions. The Governor’s office is working to include the UNHS board appointments in an
upcoming announcement, but a date for the press release was not identified. The following nominations were
previously submitted:

» Pediatrician, Neonatologist or ENT Physician — Dr. Rober Saadi (Seeking Appointment)
= ADH Audiologist — Dr. Tammy Vanover, Au.D. reappointment

* Audiologist — Madison Howe (Seeking Appointment)

* Audiologist from Arkansas Children’s Hospital — Isabel Criswell (Seeking Appointment)
= Speech-Language Pathologist — Miriam Strafford (Seeking Appointment)

* Deaf or Hard of Hearing Adult — Danna Crook, reappointment

= Parent of Deaf or Hard of Hearing Child (Vice Chair)— Una Carrol, reappointment

e Board of Examiners Request:

o The Arkansas Board of Examiners in Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology (ABESPA) added a question to
the 2025 renewal application to identify providers that are serving Deaf or Hard of Hearing (DHH) children.
ABESPA reported that 24% (966/3992) of the active licensees reported serving individuals with a hearing
condition, many of these providers are speech-language pathologists. The program will prepare a survey to identify
providers serving children less than three years of age and to collect additional information from service providers
regarding their practices and protocols. Survey findings will be shared during an upcoming meeting.

e Strategic Framework — STAR:

o The strategic framework, Supporting, Tracking and Training in Arkansas — STAR for children with a Hearing
Condition, was drafted to assist the board in advising the EHDI program in serving DHH children and their
families during 2024. The program delayed activities to develop workgroups and establish timelines for action
items for each objective due to pending appointments, but the program completed activities within the following
objectives:

= Support: Develop a language acquisition plan to build the state’s capacity to collect and analyze language
acquisition outcome data for children. Strategies as follows:
e Performed an assessment to identify current methods and/or language assessments currently
documented by early intervention providers.
e Developed protocols outlining recommendations for conducting and reporting language assessments.



= Tracking: Assess state progress towards recommended EHDI outcomes.
e Conducted a data analysis to identify trends and gaps for children who become lost to follow-up after
not passing the final screening.
e Reduced the number of infants without documentation of confirmatory diagnosis following a diagnosis
of conductive loss.

o Language Acquisition Workgroup (LAW):

o The LAW met monthly between December 2024 and March 2025, to create a plan for collecting,
analyzing and reporting language acquisition data for DHH children statewide. The workgroup was
divided into three subgroups (language assessment, reporting and analysis, and education) to identify
assessments to measure and report language acquisition outcomes; develop a protocol to conduct,
analyze, report and evaluate; and determine training and educational resources needed. The LAW final
report (attached) outlined the recommendations to:

* Develop standardized monitoring protocol to ensure consistent assessment of language
development for DHH children statewide, regardless of the chose communication modality (ASL,
LSL or TC).
» Enhance ERAVE to support a data collection and reporting infrastructure while increasing the
capacity for system integration with Pact C.
= Create training modules to ensure accurate administration and interpretation of language
assessments in addition to access to resources.
An electronic copy of the final report was shared with attendees. Additional comments can be emailed to
Tyria.white@arkansas.gov by November 4. The program will proceed with activities to implement and
test the plan during the current project period.

e Annual Report:
o A draft of the annual report (attached) documenting 2024 activities and 2023 data analysis was emailed
and approved without any objections. Additional comments can be emailed to Tyria.white@arkansas.gov
by November 4. The final draft will be submitted for agency review and approval. Upon approval, a
copy of the report will be submitted to the legislative committee for Public Health, Labor, and Welfare,
posted to the program website and emailed to stakeholders.

Partner Updates:
¢ AR School for the Deaf and Blind (ARDB) Update:
o Dr. Gretchen Cobb provided the following Statewide Services update:
=  Arkansas School for the Deaf is now Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind (ARDB) to provide K-12
education. The Deaf department has 108 students enrolled, and the Blind department has 62 students
enrolled.
= Statewide Services conducted 32 evaluations and has received 47 referrals this year, is currently
providing services to 67 students that are less than three years old and have a vision or hearing condition.
Thirty-two of these children are Deaf/Hard of Hearing. They are serving 19 children between the ages of
three to five, and another seven children are on the 45-day timeline and awaiting services.
= ARDB is coordinating with Henderson University to supervise two (2) interns in the developmental
therapy program.

e AR Hands & Voice Update:
o Angelina Myers provided the following updates:
= In 2025, 75 diagnosed families were referred to AR Hands & Voices, along with 28 families at risk for
loss to follow-up.
= Arkansas Hand’s & Voice guides have made a total of 837 family contacts.
= There have been a number of events held this year to include:
e Zoo Day with 193 in attendance.
e Bubbles in the Park with 26 in attendance.
e Virtual story time with Danna Crook. Books were handed out to families.
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e  Pumpkin Patch with 60 in attendance in Northwest Arkansas and 6 in attendance in Little Rock.
e Taste at Twilight as Dr. Charles Bower was honored.

Upcoming Dates and Announcements:
e Annual votes to elect a chair and vice chair and to approve advisory board members travel for meeting were

deferred for discussion at the next meeting once appointments occur.
e Dr. Charles Bower officially announced he is retiring on December 1, 2025.
e AR Hands & Voices will host Winter Wonderland in Northwest Arkansas on December 6, 2025.

e Next Meeting, April 28, 2026, 3 pm — via Zoom.

Meeting adjourned at 3:59 p.m.



