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To:   Members, Arkansas State Board of Health 

From:   Rebecca Davis 
Lead-Based Paint Program, Environmental Epidemiology Section 
Division of Public Health Practice 

Date:   January 8, 2026 

Subject:  To request approval by the State Board of Health of the following proposed 
amendments to the Rules Pertaining to Lead-Based Paint Activities. 

Authority: These rules are promulgated under Arkansas Code §20-27-2501, et seq., which 
grants the Department of Health the authority to establish regulations for the prevention and 
control of lead hazards. 

Basis for Change: The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) final rule published on 
November 12, 2024 revised the dust-lead hazard standards (DLHS) and dust-lead clearance 
levels (DLCL).  

Summary:  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) finalized updates to a rule regarding lead-
based paint activities. The rule became effective on January 13, 2025. States with EPA-authorized 
programs for lead-based paint (LBP) activities, such as inspections, risk assessments, and abatements, 
must demonstrate that their programs are at least as protective as EPA’s no later than two years after the 
rule takes effect, which is by January 11, 2027.  

The following is a summary of the rule changes required, as outlined in an EPA letter sent to L. Simmons 
in November 2024.  

I. The rule reduces the level of lead in dust that EPA considers hazardous to any reportable level 
measured by an EPA-recognized laboratory and lowers the amount of lead that can remain in dust 
on floors, window sills, and window troughs following an abatement.  

a. The rule revised the DLHS from 10 micrograms per square foot (μg/ft2) and 100 μg/ft2 
for floors and window sills to any reportable level as analyzed by a laboratory recognized 
by EPA’s National Lead Laboratory Accreditation Program (NLLAP). Also, it lowered 
the DLCL from 10 μg/ft2, 100 μg/ft2, and 400 μg/ft2 for floors, window sills, and 
window troughs to 5 μg/ft2, 40 μg/ft2, and 100 μg/ft2, respectively.  

II. The rule revising the nomenclature of the DLHS to dust-lead reportable levels (DLRL) and 
DLCL to dust-lead action levels (DLAL).  The DLRL and the DLAL (previously referred to as 
DLHS and DLCL) were last updated in 2019 and 2021, respectively.  

III. Residential Soil Lead Hazards (Additional Update): 
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a. Although not specifically addressed in the EPA letter to L. Simmons, the previous 
residential soil lead hazard level, which defined a hazard as 400 ppm of lead, has been 
revised downward to 200 ppm. 

b. For residential properties with multiple sources of lead exposure, such as lead water 
service lines or lead-based paint, a more conservative screening level of 100 ppm is 
recommended. 

c. These updates reflect EPA guidance issued on January 17, 2024, and are intended to 
enhance protection of public health. 
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