Sarah Huckabee Sanders Renee Mallory, RN, BSN Jennifer Dillaha, MD

GOVERNOR SECRETARY OF HEALTH DIRECTOR
To: Members, Arkansas State Board of Health
From: Paula Day, Section Chief

Health Systems Licensing and Regulation
Division for Health Protection

Date: October 11, 2025

Subject: To request approval by the State Board of Health of the following proposed
amendments to the Rules for Free-Standing Birthing in Arkansas.

Authority: Ark. Code § 20-9-401, et seq.
Relevant Acts: Acts 141, 591, and 819 of 2025

20 CAR § 44-102. Definitions

e Add definition for “Service Animal”

20 CAR § 44-108. Program Requirements

e Changed “Seeing-eye dogs” to “Service animal” (page 23)
o Act 819 — Allow facility to ban emotional support animals (page 23)

20 CAR § 44-110. Health Information Services

e Act 141 — Added allowance of electronic medical records (page 25)

20 CAR § 44-111. Infection Control for freestanding birthing centers.

e Deleted “for freestanding birthing centers” from the title of this section. (page 33)
e Changed reference for “Guide dogs” and certified dogs for seeing-impaired” to “Service
animal” (page 35)

20 CAR § 44-114. Physical facilities, freestanding birthing centers

e Deleted “for freestanding birthing centers” from the title of this section. (page 51)
o Act 591 —allows private professional providers to complete building project review and
approval. (page 58)
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20 CAR § 44-115. Clinical facilities;freestandine birthine centers

e Deleted “for freestanding birthing centers” from the title of this section. (page 69)



