
Minutes 
Arkansas State Board of Optometry 
Regular Board Meeting 
Freeway Medical Tower Building 
April 23, 2026 
 
The meeting was called to order by Board President, Dr. Beatrice Reed at 1:30 p.m. 
The following board members were present: Dr. Beatrice Reed, Dr. Susan DeBlack, Dr. 
Robert Fitzhugh, Dr. James Hertzog, and Dr. Matt Jones. The two consumer representative 
positions are open and awaiting appointments. Others present: Tawnie Hughes, Board 
Counsel; Suzette Weast, Board Director; Matt Burns, ArOA Executive Director; Debbie 
Henley, ArOA; Dr. John Boozman; Dr. Binh Dang; Matt Gillmore, ADH; and Dr. Alison Hall.  
                     
Dr. Fitzhugh presented the minutes from the February 19, 2026 meeting. A motion was 
made to approve the minutes as presented. The motion carried.  
 
Dr. Reed introduced Tawnie Hughes, Assistant Attorney General who replaced Jessica 
Kloss as the AR State Board of Optometry’s attorney. 
 
The State Board update was presented by Mrs. Weast including a financial report. 
 
Dr. Reed opened the floor for Dr. John Boozman to address the board and request approval 
of late renewal of licensure. A motion was made by Dr. DeBlack and seconded by Dr. 
Hertzog to approve Dr. Boozman’s retired license renewal as presented with no penalty. The 
motion carried. 
 
Dr. Reed introduced endorsement candidate, Dr. Binh Dang. A motion was made by Dr. 
Hertzog and seconded by Dr. DeBlack to accept the licentiate by endorsement. The motion 
carried.  
 
Dr. Fitzhugh provided an update from Complaint Committee of two complaints that did not 
meet the requirements for internal complaints and complainants have been notified of 
option to be reported to the insurance commission. 
 
Mrs. Weast provided a revised copy of the license certificate to include the board 
secretary’s signature. 
 
Mrs. Weast communicated the website portal updates from NBEO. A sample copy of the 
website page of scores was distributed prior to the meeting. 
 
Mrs. Weast presented a report from ARBO’s March 2026 executive director meeting 
including active legislation and administrative processes in other State boards.  
 



Dr. Reed opened the floor for Dr. Annette Webb regarding the inclusion of neuro-optometric 
rehab in the scope of practice for Arkansas licensed optometrists. A motion was made by 
Dr. Hertzog and seconded by Dr. DeBlack to accept the treatment and protocols presented 
by Dr. Webb as within the scope of practice for Arkansas optometrists as presented. The 
motion carried. 

Board Rules Review Part II from Chapter 1, Article VII – Chapter 1, Article XIV was led by Dr. 
Reed. Attorney Hughes will take changes and place in the codified format to present after 
all sections are reviewed. 

Meeting Dates: 
Next Meeting – June 11, 2026 (new licentiate and AP certification examinations) 
2026 ArOA Jurisprudence Course – Friday, May 8, 2026, 4:30 p.m. 
ARBO Annual Meeting: June 12-14, 2026, in Phoenix, AZ 
AOA Convention: June 17-20, 2026, in Phoenix, AZ 

Dr. DeBlack made a motion for per diem and mileage. Dr. Jones made a second. The 
motion passed. 

A motion to adjourn was made by Dr. Hertzog and seconded by Dr. DeBlack. The motion 
passed. 

______________________________  _______________________________ 
Beatrice Reed, OD, President  Robert Fitzhugh, OD, Secretary 


