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BOARD MEETING MINUTES

TIME AND PLACE: March 3, 2026
Board Conference Room

MEMBERS PRESENT: Allie Barker, MSN, RN; Tabitha Lancaster, RN; Jamie Sims; Phillip Petty, RN;
Cassie Gonzales, MNSc, APRN, FNP-BC; Veronica Harmon, RN; Barbara
Hiliman, BSN, RN; Robin Lambert, LNHA, LPN; Lakisha Young, LPN

MEMBERS ABSENT: None
STAFF ATTENDING
AT VARIOUS TIMES: Ashley Davis, Director, PhDD), RN

David Dawson, JD, General Counsel

Jennifer Ivory, JD, Attorney Specialist

Lisa Wooten, Assistant Director, MPH, BSN, RN

Shannon McKinney, Assistant Director, DNP, APRN, WHNP-BC
Heidi Hoage, ASBN Program Coordinator, MSN, RN

Kim Hooks, ASBN Assistant Director- ArNAP, MPH, BSN, RN
Udell Ward Jr., Regulatory Board Chief Investigator

Tammy Vaughn, ASBN Assistant Director, MSN, RN, CNE
Charissa McVay, Nurse Practitioner-FPA/Enforcement

LouAnn Walker, Public Information Coordinator

Paul Bradshaw, IT Infrastructure Coordinator

Christine Lewis, Executive Assistant to the Director

Mindy Darner, Legal Support Specialist

Guests: Cheryl Holden, University of Arkansas- Fort Smith
Melissa Russenberger, RN
Jamie Turpin, Pharm D
Nick Shull, Pharm D
Penny Summers, RN
Susie Marks, Executive Director, ARNA

President Allic Barker called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m. Guests were welcomed and a flexible agenda was
approved.

DISCIPLINARY HEARINGS
General Counsel, David Dawson, represented the Board. Motions reflect the decisions of the Board reached in
deliberation following the hearing of each case.

HALEY RENEE NELSON, NCSBN ID. 24704048, L PNLICENSE NO. 222806

Respondent was not present for the proceedings before the Board and was not represented by counsel. Ashley Davis,
Director and Lisa Wooten, Assistant Director, Enforcement presented Summary Suspension Motion, The Board has
sufficient evidence which, if not rebutted or explained, will justify revocation or continued suspension or probation of
the license of Haley Renee Nelson. The general nature of the evidence against Respondent Licensee is as follows:
Twao (2) complaints were received by the Board regarding Respondent. One (1) was received from a person identifying
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herself as a mandatory reporter, stating that Respondent is a “possibly impaired medical professional.” The other
complaint was obtained from an Office of Long-Term Care report from Village on the Park, Rogers, Arkansas,
indicating that Respondent was terminated following an incident of missing controlled substances. Respondent was
hired at Village on the Park, Rogers, Arkansas, on July 3, 2023. On July 15, 2023, Respondent was placed on
suspension pending an Investigation into two (2) missing oxycodone tablets. A statement from Respondent did not
match with other witness statements. A drug screen was completed and the urine drug screen report indicated positive
test results for codeine and morphine. On July 19, 2023, Respondent's employment was terminated for probable
misappropriation of controlled substances and pre-popping medication, which is against protocol. Ten (10} medical
records from Village on the Park, Rogers, Arkansas, were reviewed by the Board investigator. A total of 20mg of
oxycodone is unaccounted for, and a total of two (2) controlled substances were documented as administered but not
located as retrieved in the controlled substance log. Respondent informed the Board investigator that she was currently
attending Celebrate Recovery, AA, and therapy in Fayetteville but seeking a new therapist; that she resided at Sober
Living House in Fort Smith for approximately one (1) month in November 2024; and, that she went to Landmark
Recovery, for drug and mental health treatment in August of 2024, a thirty (30) day rehab program, but left against
medical advice after a week and a half because the rehabilitation program did not meet Respondent’s mental health
needs. Respondent provided documents outlining a five (5) day inpatient stay in October 2024 ar Springwoods
Behavioral Health, Fayetteville, Arkansas, and provided two (2} certificates of completion from Acceptance Treatment
and Counseling indicating Respondent successfully completed a thirty (30) day drug and alcohol abuse program, with
dates of November 2024 and February 2025. Two (2) incident reports were obtained from the Pea Ridge Police
Department. On December 14, 2024, at approximately 14:26, Respondent was reported missing since December 9,
2024, and potentially suicidal. On December 14, 2024, Respondent was located at Northwest Medical Center,
Bentonville, Arkansas. Respondent admitted to her mother that she attempted suicide by overdosing on
methamphetamine and fentanyl. A friend administered Narcan to her. Respondent was in and out of consciousness,
which led to her being taken to the hospital. Records from Northwest Medical Center, Bentonville, Arkansas, indicate
that Respondent’s discharge diagnosis on December 14, 2024, documented Respondent as an intravenous drug user
with methamphetamine use. A urine drug screen was positive for amphetamine, opiates, and methamphetamine.
Documentation from Ozark Community Hospital, Rogers, Arkansas, dated January 30, 2025, indicates that
Respondent presented for a psychiatric evaluation. Respondent reported starting the use of K2 at age twelve (12) to
thirteen (13}, progressing to marijuana use, and briefly experimenting with cocaine at age twenty-two (22).
Respondent began using methamphetamine at age twenty-three (23). Respondent further reported that she started
using fentanyl at the age of twenty-five (25) or twenty-six (26). Records from Ozark Community Hospital dated
March 5, 2025, document that Respondent reported that she tried to get clean in October 2024, but she did not stop
using drugs until December 14, 2024. Respondent reported that she has used marijuana, pills, methamphetamine,
fentanyl, and that she was an intravenous drug user. Records from Ozark Community Hospital dated June 5, 2025,
document that Respondent presented for a follow-up appointment and reported that she was noncompliant with her
medication. Respondent stated that she may need a long-term program due to relapsing on methamphetamine and
that she had used cocaine a couple days prior to the appointment. Respondent reported that she got into a relationship,
that it failed, and that she started losing her mind and stopped taking her medication and relapsed on methamphetamine
and went crazy. Respondent reported that she experienced extreme paranoia and anditory visual hallucinations.
Respondent provided a sample for drug screen testing at the request of the Board investigator on August 23, 2025.
The test was positive for phentermine at >9000 ng/ml, ETG at 4241 ng/ml, and ETS at 808 ng/ml. Respondent’s
pharmacy records indicate that there were two (2) prescriptions for Vyvanse 20mg capsule, which totaled sixty (60)
capstiles, last filled on June 15, 2023; one (1) prescription for Vyvanse 30mg capsule, which totaled thirty (30)
capsules, last filled on August 2, 2023; one (1) prescription for Vyvanse 40mg caplet, which totaled thirty (30) tablets,
last filled on October 12, 2023; and, one (1) prescription for hydrocodone/APAP 7.5-325mg tablets, which totaled
twelve (12) tablets, last filled on August 2, 2023, A third complaint, received by the Board on January 29, 2026,
reported that Respondent was arrested on January 18, 2026, for public intoxication while on her way to work. Since
then, Respondent has shown signs of erratic behavior and impaired ability to make decisions regarding her residents’
safety. Respondent leaves the facility to sleep throughout her twelve (12) hour shift and sleeps more than she is awake
while on shift, There has been an increase in PRN narcotics that are given to residents during Respondent’s shifts.
Respondent’s coworkers are constantly on edge when she is working, and MAC's have said they are afraid to work
under Respondent and her license because of her behavior. Records from the Benton County Sheriff’s Office indicate
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that officers responded to a 911 open line call on January 18, 2026, When arriving at the scene the officer observed a
female later identified as Respondent standing in the middle of the road, holding a hatchet, and a purse. Respondent
dropped the hatchet and purse and approached the officer requesting help. Respondent was talking non-stop and
appeared paranoid. Respondent thought some people were after her and she then started to talk about random things
that did not make sense. Respondent told the officer that she was walking from a house down the road to the city of
Rogers for work tomorrow. Respondent said that she had relapsed on methamphetamine and said she used it the day
before, then said she used it a few hours ago. Respondent said she called 911 because she needed to get to work
tomorrow. The officer attempted some sobriety tests, but Respondent was twitching and not able to keep still.
Respondent’s pupils were dilated, which is a common side effect of stimulant use. Based upon Respondent’s level of
intoxication and the fact she was attempting to walk across the county in the freezing cold and dark, the officer believed
Respondent was a danger to herself and took her into custody for PUBLIC INTOXICATION (A.C.A. §5-71-212).
Respondent was transported to the Benton County Jail and was later released to the hospital. Board staff and
investigators attempted to contact Respondent during the months of January and February 2026. Respondent would
not return communication. An investigator with Pharmacy Services was able to speak with Respondent via telephone
on February 25, 2026, and requested that Respondent provide a urine sample for drug testing the next day at a local
facility. Board staff contacted Respondent by telephone on February 26, 2026, and offered the option of the voluntary
surrender of Respondent’s license until she could obtain treatment. Respondent verbally stated that she would provide
a signed voluntary surrender form by noon the next day. Staff also instructed Respondent to submit to the drug screen
as instructed by the Pharmacy Services investigator. Respondent then quit communicating with Board staff and
investigators, failed to provide a signed voluntary surrender form, and failed to submit to the drug screen. Based upon
the evidence indicated, the Board has determined that the continuation of the Practice of Nursing by Licensee Haley
Renee Nelson will create an immediate hazard to the public. The Board has therefore suspended the license of Haley
Renee Nelson effective as of the date this Notice and Order of Suspension is served. The Board will set an immediate
hearing for a full evidentiary presentation by the Licensee and the Board.
MOTION: I MOVE that the Arkansas State Board of Nursing summarily suspend the license of Haley
Renee Nelson, Arkansas License Practical Nurse license #222806. The Board declares an emergency and
states Respondent is a threat to the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Arkansas. A hearing will be
promptly scheduled for the Board’s next available hearing date, to consider and determine revocation or
other action.
Brought by Allie Barker and seconded by Tabitha Lancaster.
PASSED

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 12:18 pm.
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