Arkansas State Board of Dental Examiners

BOARD MEETING MINUTES
(Date: Friday, May 1, 2026 > (Time: 9:00 AM

<Meeting location: Zoom

AN\

/ Board members present:
e Dr.Cara Jones e Dr. Robert Carlisle ¢ Dr. Brandon Kitchens
« Dr. Jeffrey Wisener e Dr.D. Keith Jones e Mrs. Marcia Cook
e Dr. Allen Williams
Board staff present:
» Meredith Rogers, Executive Director
» Corneshia Harrison, Administrative Analyst

\  Jessica Kloss, Attorney /

Approval of Minutes
A motion was made, seconded and passed to approve the minutes from the March 13, 2026 meeting.

Fictitious Name Requests
The following fictitious names were reviewed by the Board:
» “Arkansas Dental Extraction Clinic” (Dr. Darren Fisher) - Approved
» “Kind Orthodontics” (Dr. Brittany Swiderski) - Approved
 "Hillside Orthodontics” (Dr. Ryan O'Sullivan) - Approved
» “Hometown Kids Dental”, “Hometown Kids Dental - General Dentistry for Kids", and
“Hometown Kids General Dentistry” (Dr. Brandon Gooch) - Denied due to potential misleading
implications that dental services are being rendered by a pediatric dentist instead of a general
dentist.

Complaint Committee Report

Corneshia Harrison reported on the Complaint Committee meeting that was held on Thursday, April
30, 2026 at 6 pm. Committee members present were Dr. Cara Jones, Dr. Jeffrey Wisener, Dr. Allen
Williams, and Mrs. Marcia Cook. The minutes from the March 12, 2026 committee meeting were
reviewed and approved. A total of five complaints were reviewed; three complaints were dismissed and
one complaint was tabled. The Committee recommended that a consent order be issued to Dr.
Valentine Emechete for failing to file a morbidity report within the timeframe specified in Article XXIV of
the Dental Practice Act. Based on the Complaint Committee’s recommendation, a motion was made,
seconded and passed to issue a consent order to Dr. Emechete. The next Complaint Committee
meeting is scheduled for Thursday, June 11, 2026 at 6 pm.
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Presentation - Stephen Prisby with the American Board of Dental Examiners (ADEX)
Stephen Prisby, the regulatory and educational affairs director of the American Board of Dental
Examiners (ADEX), presented an overview of the ADEX exam structure and recent updates. He
explained that the American Dental Association's Dental Licensure Objective Structured Clinical
Examination (DLOSCE) will be integrated into the ADEX examination. This collaboration is designed to
simplify pathways, reduce redundancy, and better align dental licensure with national models used
across other health professions. This change will take effect in June 2027, with standalone
administrations of the ADA's DLOSCE ceasing after October 9, 2026. Mr. Prisby also announced that the
periodontal exam will become a mandatory component of the ADEX examination as of August this
year.

Other Business

Dr. Robert Carlisle discussed recent changes to the policy on dental assistant training, specifically
regarding on-the-job training for radiograph and coronal polishing procedures. Ms. Harrison explained
that the board is implementing new requirements effective October 1st, where dentists must submit
their training curriculum to the board for approval rather than using the previous RDA packet system,
which had been abused. The new policy requires dentists to appear before the board to present their
curriculum for approval, with approval needed at least three months before starting training. Dr. Carlisle
raised concerns about the timeline for approval, particularly for urgent hiring situations, but was
informed that dentists could begin preparing their curriculum in advance if they anticipated the future
need for training new assistants.

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned. The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, June
12, 2026 at 9 am via Zoom.

Respectfuly submitted,

Meredith Rogers, Executive Director
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