
 

AGENDA 
BOARD OF HEALTH 

QUARTERLY MEETING 
July 23, 2026 

10:00 a.m. 
 
 

I. Call to Order/Roll Call 
 

II. Approval of Minutes - Quarterly Meeting, April 23, 2026   [vote required] 
 
III. Old Business  

 
IV. New Business 
 

1. County Health Officer Appointments- Nine (9) recommendations [vote required] 
- Dr. John Huskins – Benton County 
- Dr. Fred Murphy – Columbia County 
- Dr. Shakeb Hashmi – Crittendon County 
- Dr. Adam Gray – Izard County 
- Dr. Samantha Hatfield – Lawrence County 
- Dr. Valencia Andrews-Pirtle – Mississippi County 
- Dr. Christopher Hopkinson – Monroe County 
- Dr. Vonda Houchin – Poinsett County 
- Dr. Bryan Clardy – Sebastian County 
PRESENTER: Dr. Naveen Patil, Deputy State Health Officer 
 

2. Committee of Plumbing Examiners Appointments– Two (2) recommendations 
- Gregory Dillett [vote required] 
- Christopher West [vote required] 
PRESENTER: Ralph McClenahan, Inspector Supervisor, Protective Health Codes 
 

3. Requests for Approval for Emergency Medical Services Clinical Investigations 
- Prehospital Blood Administration Pilot [vote required] 
- Finger Thoracostomy Pilot [vote required] 
PRESENTER: Christy Kresse, Section Chief, Section of Emergency Medical Services 
 

4. Request for Extension for Drew County Local Grant Trust Fund Committee  
(LGTF) Award [vote required] 
PRESENTER: James Joiner, Facilities Manager 
 

V. Other Business 
 
Division/Office Updates 
 

Division of Health Advancement Update 
PRESENTER: Cristy Sellers, Director, Division of Health Advancement 

 
VI. Public Health Science and Program Updates 

 
1. 2021-2023 Arkansas Licensed Lay Midwife Data Summary Report 

PRESENTERS: Tammy Driggers, Registered Nurse, Family Health Section 
Jomeka Edwards, Public Health Section Chief, Family Health Section 

 



 

2. Acute Stroke Task Force Update 
PRESENTER: Dr. Bala Simon, Deputy Chief Medical Officer and  

State Chronic Disease Director 
 

VII. President’s Report 
  
VIII. Secretary’s Report 
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